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CEIP Advisory Group  

Meeting Date: June 23, 2025 

Time: 8:30am – 10:00am 

Location: Zoom Meeting 

Attendees: 
 

Avista: Members: 

Kelly Dengel Sofya Atitsogbe 

Amanda Ghering Molly Morgan 

James Gall Nora Hawkins 

Shawn Bonfield Charlee Thompson 

Christine Tasche Margee Chambers 

Janna Loeppky Nathan South 

Ariana Barrey Jean Marie Dreyer 

Leona Haley Unknown Caller 

Josie Cummings  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Agenda Facilitator 

I. Welcome & Introductions 

– Overview of Meeting: Rules and Intent 

II. Comment Review from April Meeting 

III. Updated Portfolio & Incremental Cost Analysis  

IV. Wrap Up 

Kelly Dengel 

 

Kelly Dengel 

James Gall 

Kelly Dengel 

 
Meeting Notes 

 
Welcome & Introductions  
Introductions, meeting rules and intent, and review of today’s agenda. 
 

Review 2025 CEIP Advisory Group Comments from April meeting 
Reviewed comments received from advisory group members during the previous meeting 
and Avista’s response to each comment for transparency. (Slides 3 – 4 below) 
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Discussed 2022-2025 CEIP Renewable Energy Conditions(slide 5 below) 
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Updated Portfolio & Incremental Cost Analysis   
 
Discussed how the CEIP is going to differ from the IRP released in January 2025. Loads 
are higher and capacity needs have changed, which were updated in the RFP released 
a couple weeks ago and was also discussed during the May CEIP Advisory Group 
meeting. (slide 10 below) 



 

Page 4 of 11 

 
 
Avista studied two different models that provide a reasonably available portfolio and a 
lowest reasonable cost portfolio. We have been doing scenario analysis to see what these 
could look like based on different potential outcomes of the RFP. 
 
The scenario on the right helps identify incremental cost. (slide 11 below) 
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The higher load forecast need, the higher cost of resources, and the limited amount of 
resources that can be used for compliance, were all factors for why there is a change 
from the 2025 IRP to what is needed now. Demand Response will be a critical component 
of meeting targets moving forward. (slide 12 below) 
 

 
 
 
Reviewed updated resource selection results as outlined on slide 13 below.

 
 
Member: Is transmission already available for Montana wind or could that be a potential 
problem preventing access to power? 
Company: We have transmission available so that is not going to be a problem.  
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Member: Why does Solar Select go away? 
Company: The solar production does not go away but the program itself ends. 
Company: The official Solar Select program end date is 12/11/26. 
(slide 14 below) 

 
Member: Appreciate seeing the calculations broken down in this table, thanks.  
Member: Are you assuming no rebound effect for the DR MWh on this chart? 
Company: Rebound is when we ask a customer to reduce their load for a window of time, 
will that customer increase their demand to make up for that lost demand or will it result 
in lost load all together? There are instances where the energy truly is gone. For some 
industrial programs, it is likely that the use will be gone but it is hard to tell if there will be 
a rebound effect. It is difficult to quantify.  
 
Under normal weather and hydro conditions, we have enough resources to serve 
customers through 2029, but the bottom part of the tables shows low water years and 
what we may use from Idaho for WA compliance. We have limited transferring Idaho 
RECs to Washington for compliance. We may have to adjust these based on the finalized 
Use Rules once they are complete. (slide 15 below) 
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Reviewed original targets discussed in February 2025 with new targets based on new 
analysis. (slide 16 below) 
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Provided an RFP timeline as a reminder. Th RFP process will go beyond the scope of 
when the CEIP is due to be filed, so it will not include the specifics of the RFP outcome, 
but we will provide an update in the 2027 CEIP Biennial Update (slide 18 below) 

 
 
 
Member: I assume Avista is planning to put the most updated information available in its 
2025 CEIP? Or are you not going to guess at the selection and just provide it in the update 
in 2027. 
Company: We do not want to guess and include guesses in the CEIP. If we were short 
of renewable energy we would add that assumption, but we are not short of renewable 
energy, we are short of capacity, so it is a gray area.  
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Incremental Costs 
These are forward-looking forecasts and subject to change. In the previous rate case we 
have rates set through 2026 so we can use those non power costs from the rate case 
methodology for power cost estimates. We valued hydro RECs at 2.40 cent range and 
between $17 and $21 dollars for non-hydro RECs. Without CETA we would sell off these 
clean RECs to reduce costs for customers. There is no right or wrong answer, this is just 
the assumptions we made for this analysis. (slide 20 below) 
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Alternative lowest cost = No CETA from a clean energy target view with average of 
5.9% increase to customers 
Lowest reasonable costs = CETA clean energy targets apply with an average of 6.4% 
increase to customers (slide 21 below)

 
 
Proposing to continue the glide path to 80% that was conditioned and approved in the 
2021 CEIP. (slide 22 below)
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 Wrap Up  
Thank you for your time today and please provide us with any questions or comments 
you would like to discuss during the July meeting. 
 

 
Member: This process has been excellent so far you do a great job with your advisory 
groups, while this is not required, I really appreciate how you have walked through the 
monthly cadence and going over previous month’s meetings. Just give credit.  
Member: Echoing what Charlee said, appreciate the chance to go through all of this and 
hopefully that will help with streamlining the review process and thank you for the slides 
today, they are very well laid out.  


