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Equity Advisory Group –        
Equity Lens Session 

Meeting Date: July 21, 2023 

Time: 7:30am – 9:00am 

Location: Zoom Meeting 

Attendees: 
 

Facilitator: EAG Members: 

Amber Lenhart Connie Kliewer 

Avista: Will von Bracht 

Amanda Ghering Tami Dillon 

Ana Matthews Carmen Groom 

Meghan Pinch Claire Trapp 

David Schafer Brook Beeler 

Gwen Miller KJ January 

Keelyn  

Kelly Dengel  

 Guests: 

 Sofya Atitsogbe 

  

  

 
Agenda Facilitator 

I. Welcome & Introductions 

– Overview of Meeting: Rules and Intent 

II. Partner Share 

III. Condition #10 

IV. Spokane Tribe Energy Partnership 

V. Your Support Team and Next Meeting  

Amber Lenhart 

 

Amber Lenhart 

David Schafer 

Meghan Pinch  

Amber Lenhart 

 
Meeting Notes 

 
Welcome & Introductions  

Introductions, Meeting Rules/Intent, and review of today’s agenda.  
 
Partner Share 

Member: look at the events calendar on the Spokane library website and there are a lot 
of things going on for kids and adults. spokanelibrary.org/events 
Member: SNAP - My energy discount is live, partnership with Gonzaga for a cooling 
program and serving cooling assistance.  
 
Condition 10 

file:///C:/Users/szlv5k/Desktop/EAG%20Meeting%20Notes/spokanelibrary.org/events
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This was introduced and discussed with the EAG and EAAG, this medical power 
dependency program was voted on by EAG members and EAAG members as a top 
project to help support named communities  
 
Here are the product and project details, we hoped to reach 100 customers and provide 
them with battery back up and air conditioning units for extreme heat events or extreme 
weather events where power goes out and they need a backup battery source.  

 
 
 We partnered with Aging and Long-Term Care of WA to identify and reach these 
customers. We helped customers develop outage plans and trained them on the 
equipment. The objective is to take this pilot and see how we might be able to partner 
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with other organizations and spread out the delivery of this program on wider scale, we 
have installed in approximately 55 homes to date. 
 

 
 

 
We wanted to implement this before the extreme heat could kick in, but with the tight 
timeline we will have all 100 pilot customers installed by August 11th. We will conduct 2 
surveys throughout the pilot to determine success and how to move forward.  
Member: I am not 100% sure, so you have 50 already enrolled, are those all getting AC 
and generators? When should they get them? 
Company: We started in June, and we have delivered more than half od the equipment 
to customers within home consultations. 
Member: This is awesome, programs have never moved so fast.  
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Member: Are all of the people who re participants through ALTCEW, wondering how we 
can get some of the other community members to participate? 
Member: Once the pilot shows this is successful will other residents have access? 
Company: We can talk that through on our end, the thing that we want to emphasis is 
that we are learning what it takes to deliver this kind of program and sustain it, we do 
not know that Avista will be the delivering entity in the future, but we are developing the 
framework for future models. There are other entities that we would want to see 
engaged in this type of delivery model so that is what we would like to see in our final 
report and that will be an outcome of this pilot. 
Company: Customers have been extremely thankful and appreciative of the equipment 
and planning being provided 
Member: Thank you for sharing. This is fantastic information on the program and how it 
is going. 
Member: What a great way to start a Friday! 
 
Spokane Tribe Energy Partnership 

 
 
We received a grid modernization award through Department of Commerce. Here is 
how we are using those funds 
 

 
We had a workshop with the tribe, their project goal is to provide sustained backup 
power for three “critical loads” buildings for summertime loads. Their admin building, 
public safety building with phone back up, and their public health clinic.  
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The sustained goal is 7 days of power but we are still working on that definition and 
what we can actually accomplish as 7 days is a hefty goal.  
 
Goals 

 
 
Winter loads are much higher than their summer loads, this micro grid will have less 
capacity to support the tribe during winter outages, but that’s ok since this is more 
around wildfire resiliency.  

 
  
We would love your feedback on this condition on the grant award, which community 
benefit indicator do you feel are the most beneficial for this project that we should be 
using to gauge success.  
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Facilitator: Wondering about other facilities that could benefit from this type of audit? 
Company: We will into that a little further in the presentation. 
 
To us the main one is investments in named communities or energy availability etc.,  
There may be some secondary ones depending on how much solar they decide to add 
to the project or if they decide to add solar at all. Any others? 
 

 
This admin building is an energy hog, it is an electrically heated building from the 
rooftop which are not working properly. They asked if we could do anything to support 
them. They need an in-depth energy audit, but we do not have the equipment for that. In 
January we partnered with a Resource Synergy to perform an energy audit and 
provides an in-depth analysis of how they can correct their energy issues which are 
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defined below, this is easily above a million dollars in work and the tribe did not have 
that in their budget.  
 

 

If we could cut their energy consumption then we can support more of the load with the 
microgrid, the audit predicts that we could reduce their usage by 40% with all of the 
upgrades defined in the audit.  
The tribe was so pleased with the original audit they asked us to conduct additional 
audits as follows which will help them to plan for future energy projects:  
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We are also looking at how we can use this model to support other community 
organizations and non-profits, not just the tribe, how can we use this model to support 
others too.  
There are several housing development zone that the housing authority owns and 
maintains and leases to tribal members, they are looking at doing geothermal energy 
which is a loop of fluid that runs underground which is regulated by the ground, temp 
underground tends to stay level over the year, it does not get as low as freezing in the 
winter or as hot in the summer and helps to heat and cool homes, so we are going to do 
a geothermal test in one of those homes if we receive additional grant funding. 
 
Wrap Up  
 
Thank you all for your time today, our next meetings are schedule for August 23rd and 
August 25th  
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