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Equity Advisory Group –        
Equity Lens Session 

Meeting Date: August 25, 2023 

Time: 7:30am – 9:00am 

Location: Zoom Meeting 

Attendees: 
 

Facilitator: EAG Members: 

Amber Lenhart  Karen Boone 

Avista: Cindy Kimmet 

Tamara Bradley Vanessa Strange 

Amanda Ghering Tami Dillon 

Kristine Meyer Margee Chambers 

Stephanie Myers Claire Trapp 

David Schafer Carmen Groom 

Kelly Dengel  

  

 Guests: 

 Sofya Atitsogbe 

 Mason Burley 

  

 
Agenda Facilitator 

I. Welcome & Introductions 

– Overview of Meeting: Rules and Intent 

II. Partner Share 

III. Named Communities Investment Fund 

IV. Renewable Energy Projects 

V. Martin Luther King Center Partnership 

VI. Your Support Team and Next Meeting 

Amber Lenhart 

Amber Lenhart  

Amber Lenhart 

Kristine Meyer 

Stephanie Myers 

David Schafer 

Amber Lenhart 

 
Meeting Notes 

 
 
Welcome & Introductions  

Introductions and Meeting Rules and Intent 

Partner Share 

Member: RAZ- Community event for central valley school district was successful about 
funds and programs available. Also have lots of events coming up this month, link here: 
https://razethenarrative.com/about  
Member: Clothing drive offering from shelters for people in need where people can pick 
out gently used clothes. The intent is to help people impacted by both the Gray Rd Fire 
and the Oregon Rd Fire. This is through Red Cross. Volunteer ran so always in need of 
volunteers.  
 

https://razethenarrative.com/about
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Low-cost way to filter the air in your home, are there any resources or tips for those that 
cannot find filters in town.  
DIY link: wildfire smoke, create a clean room: https://spokanecleanair.org/wp-
content/uploads/Wildfire-Smoke-Create-Clean-Room.pdf  
preparing of wildfire smoke website: https://spokanecleanair.org/air-quality/wildfire-
smoke/  
 
Named Communities Investment Fund 

 
NCIF Breakdown: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://spokanecleanair.org/wp-content/uploads/Wildfire-Smoke-Create-Clean-Room.pdf
https://spokanecleanair.org/wp-content/uploads/Wildfire-Smoke-Create-Clean-Room.pdf
https://spokanecleanair.org/air-quality/wildfire-smoke/
https://spokanecleanair.org/air-quality/wildfire-smoke/
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Energy Efficiency NCIF Breakdown  

 
 
Here is how we are hearing about programs for the $3 million program options: 

 
Here is how we are hearing about programs for the $2 million program options 
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Kristine and Ana will review all applications and determine initial eligibility. 
Engage subject matter experts and stakeholders to review: 

 
All participants will receive communication within 30 days. 
 

 
This is not an exhaustive list as the list is very large, each equity area has a weight and 
affordability is the highest priority and has the highest weight and so we use that to 
gauge which programs should have a higher priority. 
Are these priorities still, correct? 
Member: is it possible to get more information beyond this meeting around this whole 
process?  
Company: will send you the scoring matrix in full so you can see the whole thing and 
we can decide if we need to change. We do not need to make a decision now, we can 
soak on it a little and decide at the next meeting. 
Member: I support the Scoring 
Member: I think these weights look good too 
Member: I think the weights and areas look good 
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Member: The applications, how do community organizations made aware of the 
opportunity? I am looking at the American Indian community center that serves many 
tribes and Hispanic business association etc., and I am wondering if you guys have had 
a chance to reach out to them and show them what the application looks like.  
Company: We sent out emails to many organizations and we have been out in the 
community and have been having meetings and sharing information and doing site 
visits to share and answer questions one on one. We are also going to have a workshop 
that will be held virtually to keep sharing these opportunities.  
Facilitator: Does anyone else have any ideas on how we can equitably get the word 
out. Or any questions for Kristi? 
Participant: Great presentation Kristi - is there an anticipated close date?  
Company: Mason there's no close date.  we'll keep entertaining applications, 
responding with decisions, and we may be slotting projects for the next year's funds as 
a pledge. 
Member: I would love to be involved the conversation of programs selection etc.,  
Member: Great presentation! Super informative. 
 
Renewable Energy Projects 

Reminder that our team manages our renewable product portfolio, and we also get to 
work on larger projects like the one we are going to discuss. If someone knocks on your 
door to sell solar, email us at solar@avistacorp.com 
 
As agreed to in our general rate case Avista is doing the following: 
 

mailto:solar@avistacorp.com


 

Page 6 of 9 

 
We reviewed several community centers and entities such as SNAP to see if we can 
partner together for this program. Install solar on the roof of a building to keep their 
energy bill lower and offset some of the use in the building. They would be owning and 
operating that solar array and we would help them apply for funds through grant 
opportunities. We are also working with SNAP to add solar panels on buildings that they 
are building or in need.  
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Any Questions:  
Member: What are the names of the named communities. 
Company: Avista has 48 Named Communities within their WA service territory.  Named 
Communities are defined as Highly Impact Communities defined by the state of WA that 
include tribal land.  The second population is vulnerable customers.  The EAG defined 
characteristics back in Spring of 2021 of vulnerable customers.  The 2 different 
populations make up Named Communities. 
https://www.cybergrants.com/pls/cybergrants/quiz.display_question?x_gm_id=5440&x_
quiz_id=11888  
you can access pictures of the maps at that link  
 
Martin Luther King Center Partnership 
 
MLK center supports many programs and customers, as follows: 
 

 
MLK center is also part of a heat island and is located in a named community. 
We submitted an application through the department of Commerce for solar plus 
storage, max grant amount is 1.5 million and we received that amount and with that we 
want to stretch the dollars as far as we can, so we are using federal, state, local, grants 
etc. to support this project.  

https://www.cybergrants.com/pls/cybergrants/quiz.display_question?x_gm_id=5440&x_quiz_id=11888
https://www.cybergrants.com/pls/cybergrants/quiz.display_question?x_gm_id=5440&x_quiz_id=11888
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This center will also be used as a facility for emergency response in the event of an 
emergency since it will have such a large back up system in the case of an outage.  We 
are working with the City to develop an emergency response plan that uses this center 
for support. 
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Any questions or comments:  
Member: This is amazing! 
Facilitator: are there plans for other spaces or organizations for the future? 
Company: Resiliency is becoming more and more prevalent in conversations and yes, 
this model can be used in the future and we are looking for ways we can integrate into 
our community. 
Member: Great information from everyone!  
 
Wrap Up  
 
Reminder of upcoming meetings September 20th and 22nd  

 


