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The Lake Spokane boat-in-only campsite cluster located in Township 27 North, Range 40 East,
in Section 19 was field reviewed on February 3, 2012 by Avista employee David Armes,
certified Wetland Biologist, and again on March 21, 2012 by David Armes and Rene’ Wiley.
Avista conducted the field reviews in response to the Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW) comments and request for additional information to insure the campsite
cluster was not located within or directly adjacent to wetlands or wood duck nesting habitat.

Wetlands
The WDFW Priority Habitat and Species (PHS) maps identify lacustrine littoral aquatic bed
wetlands within the vicinity of the proposed location for the campsite cluster. However, the field
visit confirmed the proposed campsite cluster is located outside of any wetland area and will be
located in an upland area dominated by upland species (Photograph 1). The submerged portion
of the shoreline is relatively steep adjacent to the proposed area, is almost exclusively lined with
the invasive yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) and does not contain any additional emergent
wetland vegetation (Photograph 2). Although the WDFW PHS database map indicates the
wetland extends to the proposed campsite locations the actual field based assessment determined
the campsite cluster is not located within any known wetlands and will not result in the fill of any
wetlands. It is important to note that the PHS database website acknowledges location accuracy
may be up to one mile off.

Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) Nesting Habitat
The WDFW PHS data maps cavity nesting duck habitat (including wood-duck nesting habitat) in
the Woody Slough area of Lake Spokane. The mapped wood duck nesting habitat is located
over 400 yards away from the proposed cluster of campsites. Wood ducks nest primarily in latesuccessional forests and riparian areas adjacent to low gradient rivers, sloughs, lakes, and beaver
ponds. Specific nesting locations are almost exclusively in tree cavities, which offer protection
from weather and predators. They are secondary cavity nesters, using cavities created by large
woodpeckers or by decay or damage to the tree. Shallow wetlands with 50-75% overhanging
woody vegetation and/or emergent vegetation for brood escape cover provide optimal brood
habitat for wood ducks (Larsen et. al. 2004).
No existing nests or potential nests for wood ducks were identified in the vicinity of the proposed
location. The cluster of campsites is located in an upland area dominated by secondary growth
ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) trees. The adjacent shoreline is relatively steep and does not
contain shallow wetland areas, emergent vegetation or significant overhanging woody
vegetation. The shoreline is almost exclusively lined with yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus).
The habitat type present at the proposed cluster of campsites is the same or similar habitat type
abundant along a majority of the Lake Spokane shoreline and does not appear to be suitable
wood duck nesting habitat. The proposed cluster of campsites is located outside of any known
wood duck nesting habitat and will not have any significant effect on wood duck habitat.
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Reference:
E. Larsen, J. M. Azerrad, N. Nordstrom, editors. 2004. Management recommendations for
Washington’s priority species, Volume IV: Birds. Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Olympia, Washington, USA.
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Photograph 1. Proposed Location
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Photograph 2. Typical Shoreline at the Proposed Location
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Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Comments and Avista
Responses
Comment:
February 13, 2012 e-mail from Doug Robison, WDFW.
After looking at the locations, I was wondering if WDFW’s PHS database was searched for state
sensitive species and habitats in those areas. Please let me know.
Avista Response:
February 24, 2012 e-mail from Rene’ Wiley, Avista Recreation and Land Use Specialist.
Thank you for your review and comment on the Lake Spokane boat-in-only campsite locations. I
reviewed the information posted on WDFW’s PHS (Priority Habitat Species) database as well as
the Spokane River Hydroelectric Project Sensitive, Threatened and Endangered Plant Survey that
was completed by Parametrix in 2003, and the Spokane River Wetland and Riparian Habitat
Mapping and Assessment Report completed by Parametrix in 2004.
The reports indicate that there are no sensitive, threatened and endangered species present at
the proposed boat-in-only campsite locations.
One cluster of three boat-in-only campsites on the north shore of the lake is located south of
Amy Lane and downstream of an area identified on WDFW’s PHS database as a Lacustrine
Littoral wetland type. This area is commonly referred to as the Woody Slough. The small cluster
of campsites is not located within but is adjacent to the wetlands identified in the PHS database,
at a location that is currently used as an informal boating, camping, and swimming area. Our
wetland biologist, David Armes has reviewed the information and determined the development
of the campsites at this location will not disturb the wetland area, which consists primarily of
non-native species, particularly yellow floating heart (Nymphoides peltata), fragrant water lily
(Nymphaea odorata) and Eurasian milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum). Avista’s Lake Spokane
Aquatic Weed Management Plan (AWMP) identifies these species for weed control in and
around public recreation sites. Once the campsites are developed to address their current level
of use and to minimize other resource impacts, Avista will monitor and as necessary implement
control measures of these noxious weeds in a manner consistent with the other public access
sites on the lake. If you have any questions or concerns, please give me a call.
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Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Comments and Avista
Responses
Comment:
March 12, 2012 letter from Graham Simon, WDFW.
We request Avista provide additional detailed information showing if these sites are located
outside any known designated wetlands. If the access sites are located in designated wetland,
we recommend the sites be relocated outside this high value habitat.
Avista Response:
Avista provided additional information in a February 24, 2012 e-mail to Doug Robison, WDFW.
The location map showing the cluster of three campsites on the North Shore of Lake Spokane
has been revised to clarify the location of the campsites in relation to the WDFW identified
wetland, which is located upstream of the final campsite locations. Avista’s Wetland Biologist,
David Armes, conducted an on-site evaluation of the proposed campsite locations and
determined that the campsites are not located in any designated wetland area. Please see the
attached Wetland and Nesting Wood Duck Habitat Evaluation Report prepared by David Armes.
Comment:
We request Avista provide additional detailed information showing if these sites are located
outside any known Wood Duck nesting habitat. If the boat-in campsites are found to be located
within this habitat type, we recommend Avista work with WDFW to relocate the sites, mitigate
for disturbance with timing restrictions, or do cavity-nesting duck habitat enhancement
projects in appropriate areas.
Avista Response:
The location map showing the cluster of three campsites on the North Shore of Lake Spokane
has been revised to clarify the location of the campsites in relation to the WDFW identified
wetland, which is located upstream of the final campsite locations. Avista’s Wetland Biologist,
David Armes, conducted an on-site evaluation of the proposed campsite locations and
determined that the campsites are not located in a designated wetland area, or Wood Duck
nesting habitat. The Wood Duck nesting habitat is located upstream and adjacent to the
campsite location. Please see the attached Wetland and Nesting Wood Duck Habitat Evaluation
Report prepared by David Armes.
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Washington State Department of Natural Resources Comment and
Avista Response
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April 2012

Washington State Department of Natural Resources Comment and
Avista Response

Comment:
After reviewing the material provided we see no issues with your proposed boat-in-only
campsite locations.
Avista Response:
We appreciate the positive relationship that we have with the Washington State Department of
Natural Resources and look forward to working with them on recreational improvements.
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Washington State Parks Comment and Avista Response
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April 2012

Washington State Parks Comment and Avista Response

Comment:
After reviewing the proposed locations for boat in sites on Lake Spokane, State Parks supports
the proposed location and look forward to working with Avista to successfully manage these
new recreational opportunities.
Avista Response:
We appreciate the positive working relationship we have with Washington State Parks and look
forward to working with Parks on future recreational improvements.
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Comment and Avista Response
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Comment and Avista Response

Personal communication between Erin Kuttel, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Rene’ Wiley,
Avista, on March 23, 2012.
Ms. Kuttel confirmed that U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service received the boat-in-only campsite
location information from Avista and that they did not have any comments.
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